TWO SISTERS. ONE DEAD-END TOWN.
AND A DREAM BIG ENOUGH TO BURY THEM.
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Theatre Works and Alright? respectfully acknowledge First People’s sovereignty
and recognise the continuing connection to lands, waters and storytelling by
Traditional Custodians of Country throughout Australia.

We pay our respects to the many clans and language groups in Victoria, to their
elders past and present, and acknowledge the strength and resilience of all
Aboriginal peoples.

Always was, always will be Aboriginal land.



ABOUT THEATRE WORKS

Theatre Works is Australia’s home of
independent theatre: a creative precinct
where artists take risks, new stories are
born, and audiences discover the bold
voices shaping contemporary culture.
For more than 45 years, Theatre Works
has supported artists to develop, make,
and share ambitious new Australian work.
Today, our precinct is stronger and more
interconnected than ever.

Located in the heart of St Kilda, the
Theatre Works Precinct brings together
four purpose-built venues: the Main
Theatre, the Explosives Factory, the TWiSK
Rehearsal Space, and the Black Box
Café & Outdoor Stage. Each space plays
a distinct role in the creative lifecycle,
providing artists with everything they need
to move from ideqa, to development,
to premiere, to tour; all within a single,
supportive ecosystem.

Our model is simple but rare: we share
investment and risk with independent
artists. Through co-producing,
commissioning, and tailored producing
support, we ensure artists are backed
by real resources:. free development
space, professional equipment, rehearsal
infrastructure, marketing, ticketing, and
technical support. This gives artists the
freedom to take creative risks while
removing the financial and logistical
pressures that so often limit independent
work.

Every year, more than 600 artists pass
through our precinct, developing and
presenting work across 50+ productions.

Many go on to regional and national
touring, VCE Playlist recognition, and
major awards. Our audiences are equally
diverse: from loyallocals to school groups,
visiting families, and new theatre-goers
who discover us through the café, bar, or
festival partnerships.

The precinct allows us to operate at a
scale unique in Victoria's independent
sector. The Main Theatre offers a fully
equipped black box for bold, ambitious
work; the Explosives Factory provides a
home for experimentation, residencies,
and intimate performance; the TWIiSK
Rehearsal Space offers year-round free
development space; and the Black
Box Café & Outdoor Stage connect
the precinct to the daily life of St Kilda,
welcoming more than 20,000 visitors
each year.

Together, these venues form a pipeline
that supports artists at every stage of
their practice while building community,
diversifying income, and embedding
independent theatre deeply into the
cultural fabric of St Kilda. This integrated
precinct model - development to
presentation, bar to black box, artist to
audience - is what makes Theatre Works
unique.

This is the heart of Theatre Works: a place
where artists are held, supported, and
challenged; where audiences encounter
work that surprises and moves them; and
where community grows, one story at a
time.

TEAM THEATRE WORKS

DIANNE TOULSON (she/her) Executive Director / Creative Producer
ADAM GARDNER (he/him) Marketing / Graphic Design / Box Office Manager
JADE HIBBERT (she/her) Company Producer
CHRIS PATRICK HANSEN (he/him) Marketing and Producing Associate
RIVER STEVENS (he/him) Front of House Co-Ordinator
JOSHUA FERNANDEZ (he/him) Venue Operations Assistant
ANNE HENDERSON (she/her) Finance Administrator
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PLAYWRIGHT
Alana Louise

PRODUCER
Nina Hopley

COMPOSER
Mike Hart

LIGHTING DESIGNER
Jodi Rabinowitz

PERFORMERS
Alana Louise
Sarah Palmieri
Joe Kenny
Jason Schwab

STAGE MANAGER
Perri Hobbs

SPECIAL THANKS
Louise Adam and Pete Richer, Vicki and James Stewart, Carlo Palmieri

THE DEADMOUSE AND PEABRAIN DREAMS IS
A FRESH WORKS PRODUCTION

Our FRESH WORKS program is an entry point to our WITH THEATRE WORKS

program, allowing artists to pursue exciting debut work and bold new

ideas while assuming less risk. These works are co-produced and co-
presented with Theatre Works.






THANK YOU

We would like to say thank you to our
awesome community. This play would
still be an idea without the support of
our friends, family and the audience’s
applause. You have made us feel that
what we have created is worth growing
and staging again.

Our parents and loved ones have been
infegral to this entire process, from our
premiere in Paris and our run in London,
to our even longer run in Edinburgh. To
bring The Deadmouse and Peabrain
Dreams home to Melbourne and feel
so held, physically and metaphorically,
has made this adventure such a joy.
Knowing you were there allowed us to
have fun, to breathe when the work felt
overwhelming and for that, we are super
grateful. Louise Adam and Pete Richer,
Vicki and James Stewart and Carlo
Palmieri, without your hands and “yes,
we can’ attitude, this show would not be
as fabulous as we hoped it would be.

As a team, we feel so lucky to have
each other and such strong complicité -
a word we were taught at clown school
about a shared electricity, a shared
understanding that comes without
needing to speak.

Jason Schwab, you bring a fearless
attitude to every rehearsal. Your
willingness to jump into improvisation for
the exploration of your characters has
been a joy to work with.

Sarah Palmieri, watching you grow
into the character of Jodi has been so
exciting to watch. You are bolder, braver
and look like you are having all the more
fun for it.

Joe Kenny, after being our Stage
Manager in Edinburgh, you have
stepped into the role of Ronald with such

a wonderful spirit. Your fresh perspective
has provided clarity every time we've hit
a creative wall, merci mon ami.

Perri Hobbs, we have felt safe in your
hands from the moment we met. You
are so professional, you have a fantastic
eye for detail and we have all said,
quite frequently in the lead up to the
performance, “don’t worry, Perri's on it.”

And Alana Louise, without you, there is
no tfeam. You are an excellent theatre-
maker and a fantastic leader. Your drive
is unparalleled and you have a gift for
writing that is as hilarious as it is capable
of producing that “single tear.”

Thank you for this experience, for making
us a part of your theatre company, for
trusting the creative process - a process
akin to charging into darkness without
a flashlight. You have created a safe
space where we have felt free to explore
and to fail.

We would also like to thank Theatre Works
for the space they have provided, as well
as allowing us to be soindependent in the
space. Thank you for taking a chance on
us and for your support. And your always-
positive replies to our chaotic emails. The
opportunity to continue to run this show
has been a dream come true.

And finally, to our audience. Thank
you for coming to a show written and
performed by a new company. Thank
you for laughing, for applauding. We
may not have a big name for ourselves
yet but we do know two things: we love
making theatre and we love making it
for you.

Thank you.
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THE STARS ARE FALLING
BUT WHAT THE HELL ARE THEY SUPPOSED TO DO ABOUT IT?
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